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Synopsis

This is an engaging, richly detailed biography of a family of Norwegian immigrant homesteaders in
eastern North Dakota in the late 1800s. Educator and world traveler Aagot Raaen wrote this
reminiscence late in her life. Like Giants in the Earth and Old Jules, Grass of the Earth deals frankly

with a darker side of pioneer life on the prairie.

Book Information

Series: Borealis Books

Paperback: 272 pages

Publisher: Minnesota Historical Society Press (May 15, 1994)

Language: English

ISBN-10: 0873512952

ISBN-13: 978-0873512954

Product Dimensions: 6 x 0.8 x 9 inches

Shipping Weight: 15.2 ounces

Average Customer Review: 4.5 out of 5 stars 15 customer reviews

Best Sellers Rank: #1,194,535 in Books (See Top 100 in Books) #72inA A Books > Biographies &
Memoirs > Ethnic & National > Scandinavian #481 inA A Books > Biographies & Memoirs >

Regional U.S. > Midwest #730inA A Books > History > Americas > United States > Immigrants

Customer Reviews

"This is a readable, enjoyable book. It is one with much struggle and misery, but it has a relatively
happy ending. The reader will be pulling for all of them, Aagot in particular, from start to finish." --

Ramsey County History

| grew up on a second-generation Norwegian Immigrant farm in the middle of North Dakota. So,
from an early age | was involved in churning butter, rolling and turning lefse, living without electricity,
refrigeration, indoor plumbing and helping cows and ewes give birth. | found the descriptions in this
book to be old news; been there done that, although 40 years later. Not new as well, was the drive
of Norwegian immigrants and their children to get an education, to absorb Lutheran dogma and
ideals, and, sadly, for men to gravitate to alcohol at times. A sense of community was almost
genetic. For readers with urban experiences, this book will provide new insights into how difficult

immigration was, and how very hard and never-ending was physical labor,



This is an excellent immigrant memoir especially for those with Scandinavian or upper Midwest
roots, but good for anyone interested fascinating characters unfolding like a flower in the details of
life in the latter half of the 19th century.

Great

A good read

Well written! | also read her second book!

Book was received in a timely manner. Book was reasonably prices and in great condition. | was a
little disappointed in the writing itself. Thought it would be more like Giants in the Earth. Does give
interesting detail about specifics on how activities were accomplished.

| enjoyed the stories of pioneer life

A good review of the ND settlers.
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